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- the clause. But those additions serve to re-
move the objections which were taken to the
*clause in this House. 'Thercfore I move--

That the Council'Is amendment be
agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council'Is

andmnfuent agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions rcported, and the report
ad opted.

Reasons for disagreeing with Council 'a
amendment No. 8 adopted and a Message ac-
cordiugly transmitted to the Council.

BRLL-JUSTICES ACT AMEND-
ME NT.

Council's amendment.
Amendment made by the Council now con-

sid( ered,
In Committee.

Mvr. Munsie in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

N-ew clause: Add the following clause to
stasid as No. 3:-"Section six of the prin-
uipal Act is hereby amended by inserting
after the word "'justices,"~ in line one, the
words 'mnale and female.'"

The ATTORNEY' GENERAL: I move-.-

That the Council's amendment be
agreed to.

Jt is simply a provision mnaking it quite
clear that women as well as men can be
appointed justices of the peace.

Mr. PILKINOTON: This is an extremely
radical alteration in regard to what is by
nio means an- unimportant matter, namely
the constitution of any sessional courts
throuighout the State. It is an alteratiou
which personally I do not agree with, and
I confess I ant surprised to find the Gov-
ernment prepared to accept it in so casual
a manner. When this matter was con-
sidered in anothier place it was sug-
gested that the Justices Association had
expressed approval of the amendment.
That, I am informed, is not correct; the
Justices Association have not expressed any
opinion on the matter. On the subject of
the appointment. of women to seats on the

'bench, I do. not suggest that women are to
be regarded as inferior to men, but I do
suggest that men are more suitable to exer-
cise judicial functions. I feel strongly that
a change of such an important nature
should not -be made without, carefuli con-
sideration. The courts which are presided
over by justices are certainly inferior
court;, hut they are courts which do an
immense amount of exceedingly important
work and it is of the highest importance
that those courts should do their work
effectively and Well. It is my opinion that

-men, by meason of their business training,

have developed .to *a highier:;,extent those
qualities which are necessary for exercising
judicial, functions, than is the case. with
womhen, and such an himpoiiant alteration
'to eft legal system. should not be Made
Without serious -'con sideratioh. I regret to
say that this consideration does niot Appear
to have been given the matterbyteGv
erment, yteGy

The Premier: You arc quite wrong.
Mdr. PILKINGTON: If that is the case,

it 'is exceedingly remarkable that. the Gov-
ernment should have siply suggested that
the amendment made by the Legislative
Council should be agreed to without, giving
any reasons.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You do not know
of the influence of the women on the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. PILKINGTON: If it exists then it
is a very bad influence. This is really a
serious alteration and for my part I cannot
See -that if w omen are admitted to bd
justices of the peace why they should not
be appointed judges of the Supreme Court
bench. The .only difference between the
two functions is that in the one instance,
cases of greater importance have to be de-
cided. I wish to. redord my opinion that
this is a fundamental change in our legal
system and thnt it is' entirely wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is not
the desire of the Govreinnent that this
change in the legal system should be
lighltly made, and without full con sid era-
tion. Under the circumistances, I move-

That progress bie reported.

Motion put and passed.

Homiar adionned at 'j1 p.m.
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QTUESTION-NORNALUP DISTRICT
SURVEY.

Hon. H1. STEWART (for Hon. J. A.
Oreig) asked the Minister for Education:
1, Is it true that survey parties are under
instructions to' proceed to Nornalup district
for the purpose of surveying and subdivid-
ing land for settlement? 2, If so, bow many
parties? 3, What area is proposed to be sub-
divided?1 4, Has the land proposed to be
subdivided been classified by the Forestry
Department as not carrying marketable tim-
ber? 5, What is the distance of the land
proposed to be subdivided from the nearest
railway station? 6, What is the estimated
cost of future railway connections to the
proposed. subdivisions?

The MINISTER. FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1,,Yes, survey parties will be at work
duiring this summer, wherever good land is
available for subdivision over the area ex-
tending from Perth to Albany. This work
must be put in hand at once: (a) to provid 'e
land for soldier settlement; (b) to provide
land for British immigrants. 2, Probably
three parties in the vicinity of Nornalop.
3, At 1 ernalup, as in other parts of the
South-West, the area of first class land free
of mnarketable timber has not yet been ascer-
-tained, but it is known that a large area
of first class land suitable for subdivision is
available near to Nornalop. 4, The land was
.examined in 1917 by a Forestry officer, with
Messrs. MeLarty anud Newby. After the ex-
:amniation, surveyors were sent to the district
by the then Minister for Lands. This work
is being continued. 5, Forty miles. 6, The
line from Big Brook to Denmark is now
being surveyed. When completed, the House
will be informed of the estinated cost.

QUESTION-BRAN AND POLLARD
SUPPLIES.

Hon. H. STEWART (for Hlon. J. A.
Oreig) asked the Minister for Education:
1, what quantity of (a) bran, (h) pollard,
has been s old for State requirements each
month during the last twelve months? 2,
What quantity has been exported to the
Eastern StatesT

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
pied: These questions will involve the pre-
paration of a large amount 'Of statistical
matter. I shall endeavour to have the
answers in the course of a few days.

BILL-ANZAC DAY.

Read a third time and, passed.

H3ILLr-TRAFFIC.

Second Reading.
The AfINISTER FOR EDUCATION

(HIon. H. P. Colebatch-East) (4.35] in
moving the second reading said: So far

as a great many members of the House Lare
concerned, I am presenting an old friend.
On two previous occasions a Traffic Bill not
ideatica], but I venture to think in m~any re-
spects similar to this one, has been submitted
to Parliament and has passed through both
Houses. In this Chamber, however, the op-
portunity was taken to make some amend-
inents which were not acceptable, with the
result that in neither case was thc measure
proceeded with. Consequently Oury traffic
laws hare not been amended for a very con-
siderable number of years. Whatever dif-
ferences of opinion there may lbe regarding
certain provisions of the Bill, I have no
doubt'there will be unanimity on this one
poit, that it is highly desirable we should
have a Traffic Bill of some sort enacted with
the len~t possible delay. At the present time
traffic iii Western Australia is regulated by
the Cart and Carriage Act of 1876,
certain sections of the Tramways Act,
1885, the Width of Tires Act, 1895,
certain sections of the Municipal Cor-

po rations Act, 1906, and certain sections
of the Road Ac, 1911. It will be readily
understood that the conditions existing at
the present time arc different from those
which prevailed when the Cart and Carriage
Act was passed in 1876, or 43 years ago, or
even when the Width of Tires Act was passed
in 1895, The conditions I say are so en-
tirely different from those that obtained then
that those Act6 are quite out of date. The
sections dealing with traffic under the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act and the Road Act,
although more modern, are still fairly old.
.Fur instance, it is 13 years since the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act was passed and, in
many respects, the traffic provisions contained
in that Act do aint meet with present require-
meats. Apart from the fact of legislation
on this matter being out of date, we have
the trouble that all these different. .Ats pro-
vide different ways for the regulation of
traffic. Coo squently, there is a great deal
of confusion and 'divided responsibility. A
person travelling in the metropolitan area
between Perth and Fremantle, I believe, is
snbjected to the regulations of nine different
authorities. An attempt was made some
time ag o to obtain uniformity in regard to
thlat particular portion of the State, bnt it
was nut successful becauseo the by-laws
drafted were not approved by the city of
Perth; consequently there is not, even in
the metropolitan area, any uniformity. The
object of this Bill is to eliminate all the
.provisions re lating to traffic from each of
those Acts to which I have made reference
and to embody them within the four corners
of one Act of Parliament. By these men as,
all local governing bodies will he acting
under the soine statute so far as traffic mat-
toyrs are concerned. They will be observing
s uniform set of regulations so that the tra-
velling public will know, wherever they are,
that the regulations are the saine in one
place as in another place. There will bo
uniform fees collected by the logal authori-
ties and generally there should be, what is
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lacking at the present time, harmony in the
fontrol of ti-affic.

1{on. 3. Cornell; A4 measure of unificationl.
The M:I:NISTER FOR EDUCATION: In

addition to consolidating the law in this ru-
spect, thle Bill pays particular attention to a
number of very important matters that are
omitted from consideration in the Acts at
present regulating traffic. Attention is also
paid to the miatter of revenue to be derived
by thle local jsuthorities from license fees,
Tle pur~pose of tile Bill is to provide an Act
to consolidate and anmnd the law relating
firstly, to the licensing and the -use of
vehicles, secondly to the regulation of traffic,
and thirdly to purposes incidental thereto.
The Bill is divided into five parts
with three schedules. The first part
of the Bill is purely preliminary and
largely of a. formal character. It pro-
vides for fi xing by proclamation the
date on which the Act shall come into force,
divides the Act into parts and repeats wholly
or partly certain sections of thoem Acts to
which I have referred. It also provides in-
terpretations, but those interpretations ap-
pearing at the commencement of the Bill are
of a general character. For instance, the
second schedule deals with the description of
vehicles. The interpretation clauses are of
a general character, but special matters such
as the description of vehicles is provided for
in the schedule. The second part of the Bill
deals with the licensing of vehicles. This
provides for all the vehicles enumerated in
the second schedule having a license. A
license is to be issued by the licensing au-
thority in whose district the applicant ' re-
sides at the time of the application but, no
far as -the metropolitan area is concerned,
the licensing authority is the 'Minister. In
other eases,- the licensing authority is the
local authority as defined in the definition
clause. Only one license wvill be required for
eachi vehicle, and that license will operate
all over the State, In cases where a vehicle
is used as a passenger vehicle or for -the
carriage of goods, a special license will be
required for one or other of those purposes
in addition to the general vehicle license.
All licenses will terminate on the 30th June
in each year, and the license fees set out in
the third -schedlule will he payable and will
belong to the licensing authority in eachi
district excepting in the case of the
enetroplitan area, for which I have
already stated the Minister is made the
licensing authority; and an arrangement,
'to which I shall make more extended refer-
encde later on, is made for the pooling and
distribution of the license fees there. All
owners of vehicles, whether the property of
the Government or otherwise, moust apply for
a license. There are certain exemptions from
the payment of license fees. No license fee
will be demanded from the Crown or from
local Authorities or fire brigades or minis-
ters of reliqion and, under certain conditions
motor and traction engines used solely for
ngriciltilra1 purposes will be exempt from
the payment of fees. The exemption fromi

the payment of fees does not exempt from
the necessity for obtaining a license. Every
person must have a license. Government and
mtunicipal vehicles and fire brigade vehicles
must all have licenses, but in these special
cases the licenses are issued without Pay-
atent of any fees.

Hon. .G. J. G. W. Miles: Does the metro-
politan area include Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. The local authority cannot refuse to
issue a license when properly applied for,
unless in certain well defined eass. Clause
.13 sets out the cases in which licenses may
be refused. A license may be transferred
from one vehicle to another on, say, the sale
of a vehicle, and there is also provision by
which licenses may be cancelled for eases of
conviction for offenees under the Act. That
is confined chiefly to licenses granted for the
controlling of motor vehicles. If the license
is cancelled the holder of the license has a
right to appeal against the decision of the
justice. Part 111. provides for the appoint-
ment of traffic inspectors. Local authorities
will appoint their own traffic inspectors.
These inspectors will issue licenses, prose-
cute offenders, and exercise all the powers
necessary for the proper administration of
the Act. It is anticipated that in the smaller
municipalities or road boards the town clerk
or the secretary, as the case may be, will be
appointed as traffic inspector. In the city
and other large centres. special appointments
w-ill no doubt be made of persons whose am-
elusive duty, will be to look after these mat-
ters, In n~ddihion to these traffic inspectors,
members of the police force may act as in-
spectors if the Commissioner of Police
gazettes an order to that effect.

lEon. J. Duffel]: That brings ia the ques-
tion of dual control.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
I do0 not think it means that. So far as
the metropolitan area, is concerned, the en-
tire control is vested in the Commissioner of-
Police, but so far as outside areas are eon-
(erned the control is vested in the traffic, in-
spectors. The officers of the police force may,
upon tlhc gazettal of ans order by the Com-
missioner of Police, also see that the pro-
visions of the- Act are carried out. I think
it will be agreed that this is a necessary pro-
vision. In these large road hoard areas and
places of that kind, where the revenue is
comparatively small, it is impossible for any
one officer to entirely attend to the work of
traffic. It is desirable, therefore, that the
police offlicers throughout that district should
.also see that the law in that particular is
properly carried out.

Eon. J. Nicholson: Not in the metropoli-
tan area?9

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
this area the entire control of traffic is vested
in the Commissioner of Police, and there will
be no dual control. The police will not grant
licenses in the outside districts, for that will
be done by the traffic inspectors. The police
will really assist in the administration of
the law, and will go into different places
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which rthahly *the traffic inspector for the
locality -may-rarely visit, In connection with
this frovisibn; %ertain powers of traffic in-
spection are' given Lo the police. It is not
intchdeil that there shall be any clash, and I
db uiot se why there should be, between the
local governing authorities and the police in
this' matter: The practice in the past has
been for the local governing authorities to
cohdi~ttliefr own prosecutions for breaches
.ifJ the fraffic. regulations. This practice may
con tinuie unless the Commissioner issues An
order mentioned in .Clause 19 of the Bill.
The idea *is that the police shall really
Assist.

lion.A.H. Pantoif: At anyone Is request?
The MI[NISTER FORl EDUCATION :

The Commissihuer of iPolice decides whether
they shall do so of not. No doubt the local
authority wvill -make the request, and hbe
.shall gazette the order. There is very little
doubt as to the hecessity for securing this
assistance by the police. It has been re-,
peatedly recommended by road board con-
terences, and one very strong reason for
it is that without some supervision of the
kind, some more general Anid constant
supervision than an isolated traffic inspec-
tor can exercise, it is impossihle to collect
the total amount of fees thatt are due. The
road board secretary is located at an office
in what is probably the chief contra of the
district, but he cannot be expected to con-
trol the whole area, *or to discover if there
are any vehicles in use here or there whose
owners or drivers have failed to* take out
a license. The police, however, do exercise

a ~oncral control over these districts: and
wI soon find out if there are any people

running vehicles without a license. Re-
cently the Public Works Department called
for returns from All municipalities and road
boards showing all the license fees collected
during the preceding 12 months. The re-
turns showed that the total amount
collected was £20,952:* On checking the re-
turns it was found that bad the prescribed
fees been charged thes&' totals woulA have
reached £22,117. The shortage in collection
thus amounts to £1,165. In addition, it is
well known to the department that certain
loeal authorities are very lax in the matter
of collecting fees, and in many instances no
fees at all are charged. The majority of
the returns were imperfectly made out, and
the loss per annum for some years hack has
undoubtedly been very much greater than
the figures would indicate. It is hoped
under the Dill that there will be an- imme-
diate and substantial increase in revenue,
not by making any additional charge-it is
ndt proposed to do that-buit by making it
extremely difficult for people to evade
charges, as they have done in the past, and
by compelling everyone who, under the lawo
as it stands, is required to take up a license.
Part IV. deals with the regulation of
traffic. The first division relates to the
motor vehicles. At the present time there
is no such thing as a license for a motor
driver in the State.' I believe it is core-

,non in other parts ot the world and in
other parts of Australia, and in England)
to issute a driver's license for motor
vehicles. These licenses are separate and
apart from the license of the vehicle itself.
The granting and issuing of motor drivers'
licenses rests with the Commissioner of
Police.

Hon.. J. Cornell: Is there not a test pro-
vided?1

-The MINISTER TORl EDUCATION: All
applicants for drivers' licenses must sat-
isfy the examiner in eAch locality, who will
be some person appointed by the Commis-
sioner of Police, that he is qualified to
drive, upon which a driver's license is
issued. The fee is 5s., and all such licenses,
as in the case of vehicular licenses, will
expire on the 30th June in each year.

Hion. J. Cornell: Does that apply to
private owners?-

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. The penalty for driving without a
license, for reckless driving, or for driving
when intoxicated, Or for other similar
offences are dealt with in the Bill. Mant
of the penalties are made pretty severe.

Hon. J. Cornell : That will kill joy-
riding.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is quite right that they should be severe,
not only from the point of view of the
people 'in the vehicle, but from the point
of 'view of the general public, whose lives
will, he endangered in eases of that kind.
Division 2 relates to locomotive and trac-
ti~on engines. So -far as the drivers of
vehicles propelled by steam are concerned,
they will obtain their engine-driver's certi-
ficate under the Inspection of Machinery
Act, 1904.

.Hon. A. Sanderson: What About aero-
plands?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
They are not dealt with under this Blill,
which relates to traffic on roads. We have
found, it necessary to have an amendment
prepared to Clause 40 relating to - egula-
tiolus to deal with a new kind of vehicle,
which has come into vogue since -the Bill
was drafted, and that, too, is a vehicle
which runs along the road. No provision
has been made for aircraft.

Hon. A. Sanderson: D)o you refer to a
scootedl

The MINI[STER FOR EDUCATION: No,
it is called a Smith flyer, but it does not
fly in the ordinary acceptation of the term.
If locomotive and traction engines are pro-
pelled by mechanical power other than
steam the driver must obtain a license
from the police under Division 1. of the
second part of the Bill. Division 8 relates
to the Width of Tires Act. Tt is not pro-
posed by this Bill to entirely repeal the
Width of Tires Act of 1895 at present. That
Act -iilremain in force, but by an order in
Council the provisions of Division 3 of the
present Bill may be applied in any district
or districts, and on the provisions of that
division being applied they will, operate, and
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-the Width of Tires Act and Section 89 of the
Public Works Act will cease' to operate. In
this particular division that will mean that
until the Order in Council has been issued
for* any particular division, the Width of
Tires Act will continue to operate. The re-
mainder of the division is taken principally
ifrom the South Australian Acts, and Clause
34 provides that the maximum weight to be
carried in a vehicle shall be as follows-
for each wheel a total weight, including the
weight of the vehicle, of six cwt. tot each
inch of width of bearing surface of the tire,
but no bearing surface need be more than
six inches. Division 4 relates to regulations.
The Governor may make regulations for the
purposes enumerated in. this division. The
list of purposes for which the regulations
may be made is necessarily a' comprehensive
one. It is compiled from the present Muni-
cipal Corporations Act and Roads Act, and
has been added to where necessary to meet
the requirements of the present measure.
Before this Bill can be' brought into opera-
tion it will be necessary to prepare a set of
uniform regulations. These will apply to all
local authorities throughout the State. The
Bill will be quite incomplete without these
regulations, which will he framed before the
Bill comes into operation. Power will also
be given to local authorities to make by-laws,
but it is provided, and properly so, that suchl
by-laws must not conflict with the uniform*
regulations. If they do make by-laws that
couflict with the uniform regulations, the
uniform regulations will prevail and the con-
flicting by-laws will be of no account.

Hon- Sir E. H. Wittenoomn: Is there any
minimum width for tires?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Only minlimumn is that provided by the mecthodl
set out. The total wei 'ght, including the
weight of the vehicle, is to be six cwt. for
eac~h inch of width of bearing surface of thes
tire.

Ion. Sir E. H. Wittenooi: There is nu
inirimom of. two or three inchies?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
except as such miniitnin ight he reached
by that process. Part 'V. Contains several
miscellaneous provisions. The owners of
motor wagons, locomotive engines, and trac-
tion engines, are liable to the local authority
for any extraordinary damage or in ' jury that
is caused to any road, and], in the case of
any such damage Or injury- to a. bridge or
culvert, notice must be given to the local
authority. The local authority is entitled' to
recover any extraordiniary expenses from
persons who damage the roads by heavy
traffic, or by extraordinary traffic. The Act
is Made to apply to all persons in the public
service of the Crown, or any local authority.
in this ease it is net necessary for them to
pay any fee. Thle Bill is really a matter for
Careful considertion in Committee. It is a
Bill Of detal it seems to me that considera-
tion in Committee will he facilitated if hon.
members will follow me through the Bill, as
-I explain exactly what is intended. The
first and second clauses are' pnrely formnal.

[39i]

Clause 3 deals with the Acts specified in the
first schedule for reasons which I have al-
ready explained. The Width of Tires Act,
1895, is not repealed but may be dealt with
in the manner I have indicated. The inter-
protations under Clause 4 1 think expla
this fairly fully. There is one section in tbe
Iuterpretation Act which will need amend-
moent. consequent upon an amendment made
when the Bill was before the Legislative As-
sembly. If members will tern to the defini-
tion of "local authority,'' in Clause 4, they
will see that it means-

A municipality and the council thereof
or a road board; and includes the Minis-
ter in respect of tiny outlying land.

When the measure was before the Assembly,
Clause 12 was amended in such a way as to
make the Minister the licensing authority for
the metropolitan area, and, consequently, the
definition of "local authority" will have to
he amended so that it shall include the Min-
ister, not only in respect of outlying land,
but also in respect of the metropolitan area.

Ifon. A. H. Panton: How far does the
mnetrop~olitan area exist?

The WINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have here a diagram showing the moetropoli-
tanl area exactly, slid I intend to lay that
diagrain on the Table of the House for the
information of members.' It takes in what
we understand as the metropolitan area,
Midland Junction and Bayswater down to
past .Jervois Bay.

llon. T1. Nichiolson: The Bill provides that
the metropolitan area shall be prescribed by
reguilation.

The MINISTER FOR IEDUCATION. Bunt
in the meantinie it is marked out in the map
which I have here.

Hon. J. J. Holmnes: Does. it take in Arma-
dalel

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do0 not think so. Queen's Park is taken in.
Clause .5 explains itself. ' It provides that
every vehiclij enumerated in the second
schedule shall be licensed. At the present
thoui practically all of these have to be
licensed tinder different Acts. ' Clause U
itmakes provision, to which I have already
referred, to the effect that vehicles used as
passenger vehicles, or for carrying goods,
nmtust. have special licenses, as well as general
ienses. Clause 7 defines the licensing
aulthority-. Vehicle licenses are to be
granted by the local authority of the dis-
trict. The sections of the Cairt and Car-
riage A t the Municipal Corporations Act,
and the Roads Act oaL this point are caon-
flicting. The Bill will give uniformity in
that particular. Clause 8 provides that every
license granted shall be effective and opera-
tive thrpughout the entire State. That is to
say, once a license is properly issued by one
lidensia authority, no other licensing author-
ity niny demand a fee for the same thing.
This is thu law as' it stands but it is here
made clear. One source of confusion at the
present time is that the different local auth-
orities issue their licenses for their own finan-
'cial years. Ini the case of the municipalities
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the financial year- ends onl the 31st October,
and ink thle ease of the road districts it ends
onl the 30th June, while licenses issued under
the Cart and Carriage Act terminates onl ti' e
'Ils 11ember. So that, from that point of
view, there is a good deal of contusion on
account of the three terminating dates. Pro-
visions is made for a remission of the
amount in the case of licenses which aure on-
e-xpiredl when this Act comes into force, or
for licenses taken out after the cad of the
second portion. of any financial year. if
licenses are taken out in Januatry, February,
or March, half the fee will be paid. If
they are taken out in April, May, or June,
one-fourthi will ho paid; and if taken out
subsequently the whole of the fee will be
paidi.

Rion. I-1. Stewart: Under the existing law
a local body charges a fee for licenses issued
by another body. Will that' remafin?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No;
one license will cover the whole lot. The
provision now is that applications for licenses
aLre to be made at the beginning of the finan-
cial year or in the month imnmadiately pre-
ceding the beginning of it.

Ron. R. J. Lynn: Take licenses which
expire at the end of this month;, will it mieanl
ILow that anyone taking out a license in No-
vemlber will have to pay for the full year
through this measure. coining into opcrni
tion I

The MIN ESTER FOR EDUCATION:
Tlhis Bill will not conie into operation in
NXoventber. Regulations will have to be
drafted and] it cannot be 'proclaimed until
the beginning of next year. In that event
anyone taking out a license under the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act on the 1st. November
-would get a rebate, and the license would
rim to thle 30th June. The provisions of the
Bill are adequate to protect anyone against
paying twice. It is of distinct advantage to
all-to make the licenses terminate at the
same period and at the end of the financial
year, the 30th Juine. The proviso of the
clause enuimerates the exemptions. It is
necessary for the regulation of all motors
that they should be licensed even if no fee
be charged. Clause 12 is likely to prove
controversial. The provision is that not-
writhistandinig anythinig hereinbef ore non-
tamned, the Minister shall be the licensing
authority for every district and sub-district
comprised in the rinetropoliten area and shall
have anid may exercise therein Such powers
and discretions of or concerning the issue
and transfer of licenses and the effecting of
registrations as are in otter districts or sub-
districts vested in the local authorities. Then
it goes on-

All fees paid each year for licenses or
transfeirs of licenses or registrations in
the metropolitan area under this Act or
aIny rugulation-(a) shall be paid into
the Treasu ry to the credit of an account
to be called the Metropolitan Traffic Trust
account; (b) shall be chargeable with
the cost of collection as certi-

led. by the Minister; and (e)
shall (subject to the payment of sucht
costs) be paid and divided to and amongst
the local authorities of the districts and
sub-districts comprised in the metropolitan
area in such shares and propiortions as the
Minister shall dotoruine. (3.) Tme war-
ranit of the Minister shall be suificient au-
thority to the Cjolonial Treasurer to make
any payment provided for by this section.
(4.) The metropolitan area shall be pre-
scribed by regulation.

So that it will be understood that the mectro-
politan area marked on the map is purely
telntative.

Hon. R. J. Lynn.- How is it proposed to
allocate these fees?

The MNIfNSTER FOR LEDUCATION: The
allocationt of fees is left to the discretion of
the Minister. I lhave no doubt that he will
allocate themi in proportion to the responL-
sibilities of time dilferent bodies9, und the ox-
tent of roads each has to maintain. The
Public Works Department has gone to a
great deal of trouble to estimate the dif-
ferences, and the statistical information
which has been prepared shows almiost ex-
actly the traffic through the metropolitan
a rea. I have no doubt therefore that tho
allocation of the fees will be on a just basis.
The Perth City Council I understand has cir-
cularised umemibers of the House in connec-
tion with this par ticular clause. They ob-
j .ect to the pooling of the license fees and
they object also to a subsequent clause,
which vests the control of the traffic in the
metropiolitan area in the police. Regarding
their first objection to thie pooling of fees,
this can be readily understood. The council
realise that at the present time they are do-
ing pretty wvell in the matter, and uinder the
pooling scheme of distribution thd outside
bodies would get a larger percentage of the
revenue than they get now, nd the cit.y
council woulil get a smaller percentage. The
council at the present time receives over
£4,000 front motor and cart and carriage
licenses. The vehicles which are responsible
for this revenue are principally used in the
adjoining districts.

Rlon. J. Nicholson: Ohl no.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Oh

yes. A person who did not have to tradle
beyond the confines of the city wouil ardly
require tlmesa vehicles, but the statistica lIn-
formation -which has been compiled by the
Works Department shows the extent to
which the vehicles licensed in the city are
used in the surrounding districts. In addli-
tion, there are other fees for drivers and
general administration. The council only em-
ploy two traffic inspectors, and their time
would not be taken uip entirely by the duties
they were engaged upion. InL the city, super-
vision is a small mnatter and the revenue is
big, but in the outside districts the position
is reversed, the supervision is a big matter
and the revenue is smiall. The cost is borne
by the people ontside the city boundary. In
the city' the Government provide police for
pbint duty which, alone costs £91,600 a year as
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against the amiount paid by the city council
which might be one fourth of that gum.

Hon, J1. Nicholson: Row mnuch do the
Government pay the city by way of rates
on properties?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That matter might be brought uip when the
Municipal Corporations Act is being dealt
with. In this matter of traffic, in addition
to the police on point duty, the city council
baa the use of the, police in connection with
prosecutions and all that kind of thing, so
it is quite wrong to suggest that the city
council has any right to have admtinistra-
tive work done for themi and that the whoibp
of the revenue should go to them. Thle Bel-
moat Boad Board maintain a good macadami-
ised road 47Y% miles. -That road carries the
traffic to Guildford, Northam and the east-
ern districts end the Board only receive £84
from licenses. The Queen's Park district
takes all the traffic that goes along the Perth-
Albany road, the Bunbury road and the
Welshpool road to Kalaniunda, and receives
only £67 in licenses. I know several boa.
members will take the opposite view, but I
have no hesitation in saying that at the pro-
sent time the distribution of revenue and the
responsibility in regard to the upkeep of
roads in the metropolitan area is not fair. It
is desliable that somec anmendmnent should be
made. Then as to the second objection taken
by the city couancil, namely, the control of
traffic by the police, the traffic as a matter of
fact has been controlled in the piat by the
police. That is to say, what control has been
exercised hia been exercised by the police.
But the increase in motor traffic and the
frequent cases of recklessness and inconi-
petence onl the part of these driving motor
cars have been responsible for so ninny acci
dents as to moake it clear to anyone giving
the matter thle slightest consideration that
some better control of traffic. in the city is
necessary. There are only two traffic in-
spectors inl the city Of Perth. It is not pos-
sible for those two officers to control the
traffic of the city.

Hon. J1. Duffell: And one of those is not
,on duty on Saturdays.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:.
Whether two or only one is on duty, dloes
not affect the position. The traffi in a eon-
gested area such as the city of Perth can be
effectively controlled only by the police. We
have the police in all the, streets, and I do.
not see any other method by which the
traffic can be controlled. As hon. members
art, awaxe, these two clauses, the one vesting
in the Minister the licensing authority for
-the metropolitan area, and the other impos-
ing upon the Commissioner of Police, the en-
tire responsibility of controlling traffic in
the metropolitan area, were not in the Bill ats
originally introduced. These provisions, if
.1 remjember rightly, were the cause of con-
flict between thle two Houses on a previons
occasion, and when the Bill was originally
framned it was considered by the Minister so
essential that the existing anomalies should
'be removed that he prepared it chiefly

as a machinery' measure and dlid not put
inl any clauses which lie knew were
highly contentious and which lie thought
would iuiperil the passing of. thle Bill. H-ow-
ever, in another piece, the feeling in favour
of these two elauses was so strong-and it
"-as not in opposition to the wishes of the
MRinister; his reason for net including the
provisions was because of his anxiety to get
thle rest of the -Bill throughi-that they have
been inserted. There is nlo doubt this House
'will be taking a very serious responsibility
if it rejects them; because if it were to doa
so it would be up to us to find somec other
equitable method of distributing between the
dlifferent auithorities revenue resulting from
icenses; and in view of the number of
fatal accidents that have occurred in the
city, we sheould be taking a still heavier re-
sp~onsihility anl our shoulders if we -refused
to do as the Bill suggests and impose upon
the Commuissioner of Police the responsibility
for seeing that the Act is properly carried
out in thle metropolitan area,

Hon. J. Duffell: Have you any idea of the
extra cost involved?

The MNlISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not see that it should impose any extra
cost. I do not contemplate that additional
police will be appointed to carry) out tho
provisions of the nmeasure, for such an obli-
gation canl be rightly included in the ordin,-
ary course of their dluties. Clause 1.3 pro-
vides that the local' authority must grant
licenses when applied for, except in the eases
enuinerated. The clause is a new one and it
realedies a defect in 'the existing legislation.
it is intended to define the position betweefi
an applicant for a license and thd licensing
authority. Clause 14 provides that transfers
Of licenses cnn he effected to suitable traai
ferees on payment of a small fee. Transfers
may be refused for the. same reasons as
would he raised against an original. applica-
tion. Clause 15 is, I think, a. very necessary
jirovision. In the case of two convictions4
nlgaiiit a licensee for offenees under this
Act thle justices may cancel the license aed
the licensee shall thereupon be disqualified
for the balance of the term of his license.
It is an important improving amendmuent
upon Section 18 of the existing Cart and
Carriage Licensing Ac' t. In Clause 16 the
interests of the licensee are safeguarded by
giving himn the right of appeal against any
suchi justices' order. Thiis is taken from the
Act in New South Wales. Certain ex--
emiptiohis are provided in Clause 17, as tar
instance (a) 'where a passenger proves rea-
sonable excuse, (h) fdr trial trips, (c) while
a license uinder the present law is current,
(d) while a passenger vehicle or carrier's
license granted . under the present law is
eu-rent. these exemptions are mostly new,.
and are taken from the English Act. Clause
IS8 provides that on the passing of this Act
existing licenses shall comne under its provi-
sion according to their tenor, and its pro-
vision shall also extend to all licensed per-
sons end licensed vehicles._ This is purely a
machbinery clause, and makes provision that
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all licenses shall end on 80th Junte, but pro-
vides credit for the period paid for. Under
Clause 19 each local authority appoints its
own inspector or two or miore inspectors in
its district. The inspector may grantl li-
censce, prosecute offenders, and exercise all
other powers hereby vested in him. In addi-
tion to these inspectors the members of the
police force may also act as inspectors if
the Comumissioner of Police gazettes an older
to that effect. This ordet may be general
or special, and shall define the powers and
ditties of the police, but the police shall ,iot
grant or transfer licenses or effect registia-
tions. The Minister may also appoint ini-
spectors. f or any Government road or roads
situate within "outlying lands." The in-

* later defines his duties. A local anthority
mnay review its intspectors actions, and the
Minister may review his inspector 's actions.
An inspector must receive a formal certifi-
Cate of appointment and exhibit it Onl Le-
mand to any person whom lie is about to
proceed against. This also guards against
any unautborised bailing up of motor or,
other vehicles.

Hon. J. Duflell: Should he not be com-
pelled to wear a uniform?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:. T
do not think so.

Hon. J. ills: The inspector will have his
appointment to exhibit.

''Ptae MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:.
That is so. The above provisions are Con-
sidered preferable to those contained in the
Cart and Carriage Licensing Act, under
which tine local authority must give public
notice of the person train -whomn, the time
whjen, and the place where, licenses may be
obtained. It is not considered wvell to repeat
this. We leave it to the local authorities
if ,they think it advisable. A very
ihiportitut provision made in Clause 19
is that the traffic in the metropoli-
tan area is placed under the exclusive
control of the Commissioner of Police for
reasons If have already referred to. The
provisions of Clause 20 are new in this State
and have been adopted from the English,
the 'Vietorianl, and the New South Wales
Aq 'ts. A person wishing to obtain a driver's
hicen-.e applies to the CoinmrissionierofPle
or his deputy, and it the cxami,er-to he
appointed by the Comimissioner-is satisfied
that such applicant is qualified, a driver's
license may be granted. The license fee is
s, and the license remains in force until the
30th Juine following the dlate of grant.

Ron. X. Mkills : That is in the metropoli-
tan area.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION- No,
it will apply all ov-er the State. This driver's
license is separate and apart from the
vehicle license, and applies only to motor
vehicles, The object of this is to secure
some degree of proficiency in tine driving of
motor vehicles before they are allowed on
public roads. Further safeguarding will -be
provided by regitlations including age limits,
etc. A similar provision obtains in nearly

all the other States, Clause 21 provides the
penalty for driving without a driver's license
but exempts those learning to drive when
they are accompanied by a licensed driver.
Clause 22, taken from the Imperial Act, pro-
vides a penalty for refusing to produce thne
license, and Clause 23 provides the penalty
for neglecting to have or for interfering
with the means of identification of motor
vehicles, Clause 24 is to give a person in-
lured in his person or property the means of
redress in a court of law. It facilitates on
his part the obtaining of fines. Clause 25
has in view the protection of the public
froin reckless and negligent drivers and
imposes on drivers the necessity at all
times for driving at a reasonable speed
and in a reasonably careful manner, hav-
ing regard to all the circumstances for
the time being existing. In certain cases
the driver nmay be apprehended, It will be
noted that no speed limit is provided in the
Bill. The reason for that may be shortly
stated. Metropolitan local authorities as-
sem bled in the technical school for the par-
pose of compiling uniform motor by-laws,
and after a lengthy consideration decided to
abolish the speed limit, and provide the law
which pertains in England, on the Conti-
nent, and in the Eastern States, that is, in
favour of penalising reckless or negligent
driving in preference to speed limit. That
this was well thought out before adoption
May be gathered when it is mentioned that
the greater number of delegates attended this
Conference with the intention of retaining
tile speed limits, but after it was disciused
and lengthy reasons advanced by experts,
the decision was arrived at by a majority o~f
over three-fourthis of those present. Prac-
tically the only objection was by the Bel-
mont road board, and as this board is aitu-
atedl between two othdrs, and only deals
with "'thronkhJ "' traffic, it will be seen that
its interests are not so great as those of
other districts which might be quoted as
terminal points. The main reasons advanced
against speed limits were: 1, Any speed
limit would be regarded as the ruling speed
and, so long as such amiced was not exceeded,
motor drivers cotild have perfect- right to

drive at the authorised rate, regardless of
other circumstances. 2, In many eases speed
limits bad to be exceeded to avoid danger
and stoppage of traffic. 3, Instances were
quo ted that vehicles going uphill must have
a certain speed on. as motors, like ships,
were only controllable while under way. 4,
The experience o-f England. the Continent,
and the Eastern States is all against speed
limits, The proposed law wos introduced,
which as a copy of the English Act, and it
will be noticed that very strong powers are
given in the Bill to prevent any reckless or
negligent driving, which could not be laid
down by at speed limit. If, however, any
particular crossing or portion of the State
shbould dlevelop the necessity for a speed
limit 'provision is made to do this by regu-
lntiun. Clause 26 is to meet the danger of
cars being driven by intoxicated persons.
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Clause 27 gives the courts power to suspend
licenses and disqualify persons in certain
cases of conviction. Clause 23 is a reason-
able p.rovision and is token from the Rug-
-lish Act. Clause 29 is new. It gives the
Minister discretionary power to grant a
license fiee of charge to a visiting tourist
who has his own car with him. This license
lasts for three months only. Ia other res-
pects the traveller must comply with the
provisions of the Act. The provision is
thonght to be a reasonable one, although
probably of minor importance. Clause 30
relates to the drivin of locomotives or trac-
tion engines. This is a matter the details
of which will be dealt with under regula-
tions framed under Clause 40. Clause 31
relieves the local authorities from liability
and is a usual provision in dealing 'with
these heavy vehicl1es. The roads, or many 0±
them, wore made before there was any rea-
son to expect that such vehicles would 1130
them. The clause is taken from the VicL
torian Act.

Hon. R. JI. Lynn- Why are the license
fees for traction engines and locomotives
so low!

The MITNISTER POE EDUCATION: I
do not know that the fees are particularly
lOWL However, when we come to the sche-
dule of fees in Committee, the ma~tter can
be discussed. It is not competent, I am
afraid, for this Chamber to increase the
license fees, even if we do consider thdni
too low, Clause 32 is taken from the Vic-
torian Act, and is quite a reasonable pro-
vision. 'Division I of the Bill, comprising
Clauses 33 to 39, is confined to dealing with
the width of tires. Under the Present
Width of Tires Act the basis of the width
of the tire is the diameter of the axle. This
has proved unsatisfactory; and it is, also
easily evaded. For instance, where the din-
nmeter of the axle arm is two inches, the
width of tire sha)l be -three inches; but
there is no provision for a case where the
diameter of'the axle nrrn is less than two
inches. And generally the Act is out of
date. We now propose to maime the weighit
of the vehicle and its lad the basis of the
width of the tire. Subulause (1) of Clause
33 is a machinery prevision. It will be
noted that the Width of Tires Act is not to
he repealed, nor is Section 80 of the Public
Works Act, dealing with special provisions
for heavy traffic. These still remain in
force, buit by Order in Council the provisions
of this division may be applied to any dis-
trict or districts, and thereupon this division
shall operate there, and thereupon also the
Width of Tires Act and Section 89 of the
Public Works Act shall cease to operate
there. Thus, until such an Order in Coun-
cil hia been made. thlis division does not
operate in any district. The division does
not apply to motor vehicles Or Cycles With
pneumatic or- elastic tires, because we do
not dlei with a "width of benring
sturface" in such cases. Apart from this,
we deal with motor vehicles separately by
charging a license, fee on their power

weight. Clause 34 establishes the mai-
nium. weight to be cardied, and is taken
from the Victorian -and South Australian
Acts. We have, however, decided en our
own weight, namely 6 cwt. Clause 35 is
a macheinery clause only, and is similar to
existing provisions in Section 7 of the
Width of Tires Act. It is taken from the
South Australian Act. Clause 36 is similar
to Section 6 of the Width of Tires Act, and
provides the means of ascertaining the
weight of a load3 but there is an extra pro-
vision safeguarding the interests of the
owners of vehicles. This Clause also is
front the South Australian Act.. Clause 87
is necessary in order that the other pro-
visions as to wcig~iing loads may be carried
out. Clause 88 is also from the South Auis-
tralian Act, and is a necessary provision.
Under this clause an owner cannot be
brought more than two miles for the pur--
pose of having his vehicle weighed. Clause
30 is a new provision, being introduced f or
the purpose of checking the weight of lihe
vehicle as distinct from the load. Claunse
40 giv'es the Governor power to make regu-
lations for the purposes enumerated. These
purposes are mainly taken from the Munsi-
cipal Corporations Act, '1006, and the Roads
Act, 19115 but the clause also provides that
regulations may be made dealing with all
matters which are required or permitted to
be prescribed under the measure. Clause
41 provides that the Governor may delegate
to local authorities the power provided by
the previous clause for imaking regulations.
The object of Clause 41 is to give local
authorities the opportunity of framaing and
passing such special by-laws as may be re-
quired by reason of local conditions or some.
other special cireumstance. These by-laws
will be in addition to, but not conflicting
w.,ith, the regulations. If, however, they
should conflilet, then ' Clause 46 comes in
and provides that in such a case the regnia-
tions shall prevail. Clause 42 extends the
same effect to acts done under regulations

,and by-laws as if done under this measure.
glause 43 is taken from the South Austra-
lian Act, and applies to racing or speed
tests. Clause 44 provides that in the case
of traffic being restricted or prohibited on
certain rodds to motor vehicles uinder a
regulation or by-law, the local authority
shall give public notice of such restriction
or prohibition. Clause. 45 is a machinery
clause. It disposes of all old regulations
and by-laws, but preserves all licenses ex-
isting at the time when this measure comes
into force. Clause 46 is a good provision,
because if by-laws clash with regulations,
then the latter shall prevail. Clause 47,
dealing w~ith existing by-law;, is a reason-
able provision, and is taken from the Vic-
torian Act. The elanse is introduced on
-.accopnt of the repeated complaints ire-

cived not only from country districtsr but
also from suburban areas of damage done
to roads by reason of extraordinary, traffic.
'Wood carters, brick carters, and contract-
ors' carriers are some of the offeuders, and
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they can be dealt with under the provisions
of this clause, which has been adopted from
the English law. Subelause (1) of Clause
47 reads-

The owner of a motor wagon or a loco-
motive or traction engine shall be liable
in damages to any local authority for
any extraordinary damage or injury
caused or happening to any road under
the control of such local authority by
such wagon or locomlotive or traction
engine or in consequence of the use or
passage thereof or of anything carried,
drawn, or propelled thereby oni or along
suet road.

For Clause 49) there is great necessity-
Subject to this Act, no person shall,

without the consent of the owner or per-
sont in charge of a motor vehicle or loco-
motive or traction engine, drive or other-
wise assume control of or use any such
vehicle.

This clause aimts at ,the suppression of
illegitimate joy riding, the imupresion
being that at present there is no method
of bringing to justice a person not
stealing, but for a time taking, a motor car.
Clause 52, referring to the procuring of the
use or hire of a motor vehicle by fraud,
-merely re-enacts powers which the local
-authorities already have uinder their exist-
ing Acts. Clauses 5.3, 54, and 55 require
no explanation. Clause 56 is only a re-
enactment of provisions at present conf-
tained in tlhb Roads Act and the Municipal
Corporations Act, -referring to lost licenses.
,Clause 57 is the usual ''Proof'' clause. At
first sight it .uiay be regarded as embody-
Ing an objectionable principle, inasmuch as
it casts the onus of proof on the defendant;
but- it is a customary provision in sucht
cases. Clause 58 is the usual "saving''
-clause. Clause 59 creates the*' necessity for
licenses being obtained by the Grown.
Clause 60 provides the usual protection
from liability. Clause 61 was inserted in
another place, and I think it will require
some alteration. It repeals Subsection (a)
of Section 237 of the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act, 1.906, anid Section 147 of the
'Roads Act, 1911. The intention, I under-
stand, of the mover of this clause was not
to interfere with the use of steam rollers
-on roads, but to rerhove the obligation that
now rests on a local authority using a steam
roller to have a man walkiug with aL flag
in front of, the roller. I believe the only
occasion when an accident happened with
a steaum roller was when the man with the
-flag Was run over. For sonle reason, whilst
repealing that Subsection (a) which pro-
vides for the man with the flag, the clause
also repeals the whole of Section 147 of
the Roads Act, which not only provides for
the man with the flag, but also authorises
the local authority to use the steam roller.
Unless we amend this -clause, the local
authority will find that they have no autho-
-rity to use a steam roller. However, the
.Matter of amendment will be a simple one.
Clause 62 is purely a machiner-y clause. We

come now to the schedules. 'The First
Schedule repeals wholly the Cart and Car-
riage Licensing Act, 1876, because all its
provisions have been absorbed in this
Bill. The schedule also repeals See-
tious 33 and 36 of the Tramways Act, 1885,
as inserted by the Tramways Amendment
Act, 1904, because their -provisions have
been included in this Bill. Further,
the Pirst Schedule repeals those sections of
the Municipal Corporations Act, 1906, which
apply to the regulation of traffic, because
they arc included in this Bill; and it repeals
the corresponding sections in the Roads
Act, 1911, for the like reason. The Second
Schedule comiprises the interpretations of
the different classes of vehicles for all of
which licenses must be obtained. It is
thought that these interpretations are sefli-
ciently plain. -The Third Schedule is made
under Clause 10, and. prescribes the fees
which, as I have already suggested, are not
subject to increase in this House, even
though we may consider they are too low.
However, I have no doubt that, if it can be
shown the fees are too low, amendments Can
be secured in another place. 'The Bill s
originally introduced contained another
schedule, which umade provision for the
licensing of camnels. This schedule was struck
out in another place. I think, however, that
there should be a license for the camiel, not
perhaps when the carnel is used as a horse
for drawiing a vehicle, but wht'en it is used
for the carrying of goods. I have en-
deavoured without unduly labouring the
mnatter to explain the different clauses of the
inneasurc, and I commend it to the favourable
consideration of the House. I move-

That the Bill he now- read a second time.

Hon. J. Nichnlson: I desire to move that
this Dill be referred to a select committee.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member can-
not do that at this stage.

on motion by Hon. Sir RS. H. Wittenoom
debate adjourned.

BILL-GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMENDMENT.
Message from the Assemubly received and

rend notifying that it had agreed to the
Coluncil's amndnment.

BILL-STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly 's Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read ntifying that it had agreed to the
further amendmnents made by the Council to
amendments Nlos. I and 10 made by thle As-
semubly, but had disagreed to the further
niendp u n ade to amendment No. 8, for
the reason that the amendment wEa* not one
to the Assembly's amnendwent but to an-
other part of the clause.
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BrLL-PEARLING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned froin the Assembly with amend-
nients.

BrLL-DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-DEOVING ACT AMCENDMENT.

In Committee.
Hon. JI. F. Allen in the ' Chair; the Minister

f or Education iii charge of the Bill.
Clause 2-Amnendment of Section 3:
lion. Sir E. H. IWITTENOOM: I ask

the leader of the Rouse 'to report
progress on this clause to enable inc to move
for the appointment of a select committee.
This Bill appears at first sight to be a very
insignificant one, but, as it deals with one
of our greatest industries, if not our greatest
industry, it is a matter of very grave im-
porthauce and, while WO mire giVin~g it atten-
tton, it would be far better to turn out seine-
thing which ~will be complete and satisfac-
tory to- all parties. The clause proposes tu
make the distance to qualify stock as tra-
velling stock 20 miles. Yesterday, an amend-
inent was passed making the distance 4t0
miles. Therefore, if stock were travelled
39 miles it would not be travelling stock,
and wouild not conmc under the ceuditions ot
the Bill. Suckt stock need not bear any
brand, and no notice need be givens in res-
pect of it. ThereG are all sorts of ditlicul-
ties, and tbese are intensified owing to the
different conditions which exist in the dif-
ferent portions of the. State. In the north-
ern portions of the State the holdings are
so large, running into 200,000, 300,000 and
400,000 acres, that the 40-mile limit would
be satisfactory, brit in districts like Green-
ough and Moora, and the southern portions
of the State, the distance of 39 miles might
mean travelling through 39 different pro-
perties, and to exempt sheep or stock travel-
liog 39 miles through 3'9different properties
would be a very dangerous inno-vation. The
present Act requires notice to be given to
any homestead or run when the stock comes
within 10 miles of it. Imagine a station
owner on the Murchison,, with 10,000 acres.
That would represent an area: five miles
by three. miles, anid he would only have to
hold 20,000 acres to be within the stipui-
lated ten miles. But before that the druvor
would have to come: over portion of that
man's grouind, and probably through his
stock. If the limit wvere fixed at ten miles
in the southern portions of the State, whiere
properties run perhaps a mile oeach, the
drover would have to give-notice every mile.
Therefore it will he very difficult to frame
the measure to satisfy everyone, unless we
exerc ,ise the greatest care and give it the
fllepst consideration. T- think this can be
done, and I would ask the leader of the
Ho0use to report progress, so that,, on his
miotion for t-he adoption of the report. I

may asik for a selerct cominitter, to be ap-
pointed. -Then, in a couple of weeks, we
could present a report, and says time discus-
sing these questions with which many hon.
members are not acquainted. Very few
members of this Rouse know anything of tbe
details of droving and handling stock on
stations and, although at one time I may
have been regard~ed as an expert, matters
have eluingedl viidn thre last few years to
suchi an extent thndf I should consider my-
self anything but a perfect authority now.'
Therefore, if -wve could gather the best in-
formation, I think the committee would be
able to place before the House such reconi-
mnendatiens as will. sa-%e a vast amount of
time and trouble herhe.

Hon. H. STWALRT: 1 support Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom 's remarks. Last night it
seemed that the different interests affected
and represenited in this House had arrived
at a, decision satisfactory to all concerned.
I saw the Parliamentary Draftsman this
morning, and I learn that there is another
proposal or' the part of the Chief Inspector
of Stock, which will probahl ' entail amend-
inentsi to vurions portions of the Bill. Much
trouble would be saved by the appointment
of a select ctommittee. The outcome would
be a Bill beneficial to the pastoral areas in
tme North, and ono winch would reduce tire
loss of stock in the densely settled areas.

The MINISTER FOR EDUJCAkTION:
Since the Bill was before the House yester-
day, I1 have discuissed it with the Chief In-
spector of Stock and 'the Crown 'Law au-
thorities. There are mecrely -two or three
points on which there seems to be somec dif-
ference of opinion, and on which it is neces-
sary to secure an adjustment of tme interests
in the northern and southern portions of the
State. These differences may he cleared up
most expeditiously- in the way Sir Edward
Wittenoom has suggested, and T intend to
give the House an opportunity to say whe-
thor that course is desired.

[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progross reported.

Select Committee appointed.
Tie MINISTER. FOR EDUCATION: I

move-
That the report be adopted.

Hon. Sir E. T-F. WITTENOOM: I move an
amendment-

That the Bill be referred to -a select
committee consisting of thne Ron. J1. A.
Greig, Ron. .J. Mills, and the mover, with
power to send for porsons, papers, and
records, and report on Tuesday, 28th Octo-
her.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

am prepared to withdraw my motion.
The PRESIDENT: Then Sir Edward Wit-

tenoom 's motion is the question before the
Hfonse.

Question put and passqed.

Ho-use adjourned et 5.55 p.m,
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